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There have been some significant developments regarding improvement 

to the road safety around the busy junction at the Springfield Avenue/

Ruskin Road site. I have spoken to Councillor Kieron Mallon this week 

and he has updated me with progress on this issue. It seems likely that 

this autumn we will have some work done along Springfield Avenue in 

terms of warning road users and encouraging them more visibly to reduce 

their speed when students are coming to and from school. The second development will take 

considerably longer in terms of providing another crossing point. This is because surveys will 

need to be carried out and a consultation process with local residents run. I will update all  

parents when I get further information from Kieron.   

The end of another hugely successful year has arrived. I spent some time yesterday looking at 

the huge variety of opportunities that our students have had in 2018/19 and the amazing things 

many of them have achieved.  

I am very proud of all of their achievements and excited for next year. My thanks so go to the 

staff who have given up hours of their time to ensure that our students get to develop their 

talents.  

At the end of every term we are always sad to say goodbye to teachers who are moving to 

pastures new. This year we want to say thank you to Mr Hayden, Miss Allen, Miss Smith, Mr 

Shakespeare and Mr Mayers all of whom have given sterling service to the school. We also 

want to say well done to Mr Parker who moves onto a promoted post (Head of English) in one 

of our sister schools in the Trust. We wish all of our departing colleagues the best in their new 

roles or adventures and thank them for the work they have done here.  

Finally I would like to wish you all a good summer break and we look forward to seeing your 

children again on the 4th September 2019. We are having a staggered start on that Wednes-

day so please read the website for more details. We will also send a text and email to remind 

everyone of the exact details when we return on the Monday for our two INSET days.  

A note from the Principal   

 Diary Dates: 

15th August – AS and A level results 

22nd August – GCSE results 

2nd and 3rd September - INSET day Tuesday   

4th September 2019 – Term 1 Starts  

- 8.45am existing students                - 10.00am new students year 9/10 

Key dates for this term 

Ten of the Year 12 Biology students went to a lab experience day at the  
University of Warwick last week, accompanied by Dr Brodey and Ms  
Drozynska. When they arrived, students had the opportunity to chat to  
current undergraduates about university life at Warwick. They then went to 
a large lecture theatre for a talk about studying Biology at University, and 
the career paths that this can lead to. Next they were introduced to the 
practical task for the day, which was investigating the switching on of a gene 
in the bacterium E. coli (one of the undergraduate experiments they do on 
the Warwick Biology course). The students were then taken to the teaching 
labs to carry out the practical and analyse the results. Although initially  
unsure about using some of the items of lab equipment that they had never 
encountered before (including precision pipettes and spectrophotometers), 
the students from our school were soon confidently working in the lab to 
induce the bacteria to express the gene and then testing for the expression 
of this gene using a colorimetric substrate.  

It was an enjoyable day out, giving them an insight into science at university, 
and an opportunity to practise laboratory skills, including analysing their  
results and plotting graphs, as well as introducing them to the topic of  
control of gene expression which they will cover in their Year 13 course.  

Biology at the University of Warwick  

http://www.spacestudiobanbury.org/332/term-dates-2018-2019


Miss Randall and Dr 

Pickup took 6 of the  

students who will be  

joining SSB in  

September to the  

Faraday Challenge at 

Coventry University. They 

had a  

fantastic time and  

showcased great  

teamwork.  

Faraday Challenge  

You can read the latest issue of the SCIB newsletter 

on our website on the safeguarding page or follow 

this link. Below gives an extract of what SCIB is 

about. 

The group was set up by professionals in Banbury to create a curriculum that supports the 

needs of children in Banbury to help them become resilient and ‘streetwise’ young people. 

We are proud that our work has been written by Banbury, for Banbury and absolutely  

focuses on the key issues that affect our communities and families.  

 SCIB 
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Work Experience and Wykham Park Aspirations 

End of term events 

Year 9 at Space Studio Banbury (with 6 new members who will be joining in  
September) had a fantastic bespoke visit to the Rutherford Appleton  
Laboratory. They had talks from eminent scientists about the amazing work 
done at RAL with special  focus on the James Webb telescope which will be 
launched in 2021. In the Catapult facility they had an intriguing view of how 

satellites can be used to track vessels at sea 
and spot illegal activity. 
 
They also got the chance to stress test their 
own designs! 
 

A brilliant day out for aspiring  
scientists and engineers. 



Peru Update 

           Snippets from Mr Hayden: 

- This morning I woke up super early to watch the sun rise over Lake Titicaca, it was amazing.  

- In the day the group worked on the project for the local community. Renovating the local primary 

school. They all worked their socks off and then came back for a swim in the freezing cold lake.   

- This week the group have worked hard renovating a local primary school. They have dug out the flood trenches for the wet season, cemented 48 fence 

poles for a small allotment, sanded then varnished some picnic benches and built part a new toilet for the children.  

- We have had a great time at Camp Maras doing the projects, teaching lessons, playing a football game (won 4-1) and seeing the Inca site at Moray.  

Talking of trips... 

Please remember that before the holidays the annual school trip to Barcelona was announced. The dates are 
Thursday 30th January to Sunday 2nd February 2020 and the first deposit of £150 will need to  

be paid by 13th September 2019. 



End of term events 



Careers and opportunities for all ages 

Keep up to date with the latest information about  

what's going on in school.  

Please follow us on twitter and Facebook or visit the academy website 

Medical school application day.  
(14-18) 

Imperial, Medical School  
London - 

 6th Aug 10am - 5pm 
 

  Medicine Work  
Experience  

Hospital Explorer Course. Bart’s 
School of Medicine   
8th Aug 10am - 4pm 

 
Anatomy Day. Whittington Hospital 

London  

11am - 4pm   9th Aug 

http://www.fly2help.org/volunteer-application-form/
https://www.stemreturners.com/participating-companies/
https://stfc.ukri.org/about-us/work-with-us/work-experience/workexperienceral/
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/medicine-work-experience-day-event/
https://www.mazdaapprenticeships.co.uk/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/find-your-role
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/space-studio-banbury
https://twitter.com/spacebanbury
https://www.facebook.com/spacestudiobanbury
https://wykhampark-aspirations.org/our-academy/space-studio-banbury/
https://www.opmedschool.co.uk/bmat
https://www.theengineeringtrust.org/content/?contentID=305
https://www.theengineeringtrust.org/content/?contentID=305
https://www.theengineeringtrust.org/content/?contentID=305

