
Year 8 Recommended Reading List
Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve - Adventure
In a dangerous future, huge motorized cities hunt, attack and fight each other for survival.
As London pursues a small town, young apprentice Tom is flung out into the wastelands, where a terrifying cyborg
begins to hunt him down.

Pirates by Celia Rees- Historical Fiction
When two young women meet under extraordinary circumstances in the eighteenth- century West Indies, they are
unified in their desire to escape their oppressive lives. The first is a slave, forced to work in a plantation mansion and
subjected to terrible cruelty at the hands of the plantation manager. The second is a spirited and rebellious English girl,
sent to the West Indies to marry well and combine the wealth of two respectable families. But fate ensures that one
night the two young women have to save each other and run away to a life no less dangerous but certainly a lot more
free. As pirates, they roam the seas, fight pitched battles against their foes and become embroiled in many a heart-
quickening adventure.

Who Let The Gods Out by Maz Evans  - Humour
When Elliot wishes upon a star, he doesn't expect a constellation to crash into a dungheap on his family farm.The star is
Virgo. She thinks she's perfect. Elliot doesn't. And together they release Thanatos, evil Daemon of Death ... epic fail. They
need the King of the Gods and his noble steed. Instead, they get a chubby Zeus and his high horse Pegasus. Are the Gods
really ready to save the world? And is the world really ready for the Gods?

Boy, Everywhere by A.M. Dassu  - Life story - refugees, courage, prejudice 
This debut novel chronicles the harrowing journey taken by Sami and his family from privilege to poverty, across
countries and continents, from a comfortable life in Damascus, via a smuggler's den in Turkey, to a prison in Manchester.
A story of survival, of family, of bravery ... In a world where we are told to see refugees as the 'other', this story will
remind readers that 'they' are also 'us'. 

Looking at the Stars by Lewis Hine  - Non-Fiction 
17-year-old Lewis Hine is a global phenomenon. Diagnosed with a life-threatening brain tumour and water on the brain
at 17 months, he wasn't expected to survive. But Lewis proved everyone wrong; he's not only surviving but thriving. In
one Facebook post on his 16th birthday Lewis invited everyone to see how he faces head on the challenges from his
ongoing illness, and he went viral. 30 million views later, Lewis now spearheads a campaign, Friend Finder, to make sure
no one ever faces childhood illness alone.

Silverfin by Charlie Higson - Spy/mystery/Adventure
 SilverFin is the first explosive book in the Young Bond series.
Before the name became a legend. Before the boy became a man. Meet Bond. James Bond.
There's something in the water at Loch Silverfin. Something deadly. Something that must be kept secret...It's James
Bond's first day at Eton, and he's already met his first enemy. This is the start of an adventure that will take him from the
school playing fields to the remote shores of Loch Silverfin and a terrifying discovery that threatens to unleash a new
breed of warfare.

Reckless by Cornelia Funke - Fantasy
 Jacob has uncovered the doorway to another world, hidden behind a mirror. It is a place of dark magic and enchanted
objects, scheming dwarves and fearsome ogres, fairies born from water and men born from stone. Here, he hunts for
treasure and seeks adventure in the company of Fox - a beautiful, shape shifting girl, who guides and guards him. But
now Jacob's younger brother has followed him into the mirrored world, and all that was freedom has turned to fear.
Because a deadly curse has been spoken; and Jacob must risk his life to reverse it, before his brother is turned to stone
forever...

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater - LGBTQ+, crime, race and reconciliation
 Two teenagers growing up in Oakland, California. One, Sasha, was born male but identifies as agender, wears skirts and
attends a private school. The other, Richard, is an African American from a poor part of Oakland who attends a rough
public school. They have no reason to meet, except for eight minutes every day, they catch the same bus home. And one
day, messing about, Richard spies Sasha napping. He flicks the flame of his lighter to Sasha's skirt, and Sasha wakes up in
a ball of flame. What happens next, as the victim, the perpetrator and the community struggle to come to terms with
their sadness and shock, is a story of recovery, reconciliation, forgiveness and, above all, hope. It's about the power of
being true to yourself, bravery and the good and bad in all of us.

The Boxer by Nikesh Shulka - Life story - Racism, boxing, radicalisation
 Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the story of amateur boxer Sunny. A seventeen year old
feeling isolated and disconnected in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing club to learn to protect himself after
a racist attack. He finds the community he's been desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor in trainer Shobu, who
helps him find his place in the world. But racial tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far Right march through Bristol
turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new best friend Keir to radicalisation.



Running on the roof of the world by Jess Butterworth - Adventure
Tash has to follow many rules to survive in Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese soldiers. But when a man sets himself
on fire in protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her best friend Sam must break the rules. They are
determined to escape Tibet - and seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in India. And so, with a backpack of Tash's
father's mysterious papers and two trusty yaks by their side, their extraordinary journey across the mountains begins.

Boy 87 by Ele Fountain - Life story - immigrants, friendship and hope 
Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend home from school. But one day, soldiers
with guns come to his door - and he knows that he is no longer safe. Shif is forced to leave his mother and little sister,
and embark on a dangerous journey; a journey through imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange voices, and
a perilous crossing by land and sea. He will encounter cruelty and kindness; he will become separated from the people
he loves.

The Young Samurai by Chris Bradford - Historical fiction/adventure
August 1611. Jack Fletcher is shipwrecked off the coast of Japan - his beloved father and the crew lie slaughtered by
ninja pirates. Rescued by the legendary sword master Masamoto Takeshi, Jack's only hope is to become a samurai
warrior. And so his training begins. But life at the samurai school is a constant fight for survival. Even with his friend
Akiko by his side, Jack is singled out by bullies and treated as an outcast. With courage in his heart and his sword held
high, can Jack prove himself and face his deadliest rival yet? Book 1 in the series.

Pumpkin Heads by Rainbow Powell - Life story - love and friendship
Deja and Josiah are seasonal best friends. Every autumn, all through high school, they’ve worked together at the best
pumpkin patch in the whole wide world. They say goodbye every Halloween, and they’re reunited every September.
But this Halloween is different – Josiah and Deja are finally seniors, and this is their last season at the pumpkin patch.
Their last shift together. Their last goodbye. Josiah’s ready to spend the whole night feeling melancholy about it. Deja
isn’t ready to let him. She’s got a plan: what if instead of moping, they went out with a bang? They could see all the
sights! Taste all the snacks! And Josiah could finally talk to that cute girl he’s been mooning over for three years . . .
What if their last shift was an adventure?

 A Skinful of Shadows by Frances Hardinge- Horror
When a creature dies, its spirit can go looking for somewhere to hide. Some people have space inside them, perfect for
hiding. Makepeace, a courageous girl with a mysterious past, defends herself nightly from the ghosts which try to
possess her. Then a dreadful event causes her to drop her guard for a moment. And now there's a ghost inside her.
The spirit is wild, brutish and strong, but it may be her only defence in a time of dark suspicion and fear. As the English
Civil War erupts, Makepeace must decide which is worse: possession – or death.

The Recruit by Robert Muchamore - Adventure 
The first title in the number one bestselling CHERUB series! James hits rock bottom before he's offered a new start in an
intriguing organisation ...  A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be undercover police or
intelligence agents, but her children bring their mates home and they run all over the place. The terrorist doesn't know
that one of these kids has bugged every room in her house, made copies of all her computer files and stolen her address
book. The kid works for CHERUB. CHERUB agents are aged between ten and seventeen. They live in the real world,
slipping under adult radar and getting information that sends criminals and terrorists to jail.
For official purposes, these children do not exist.

Summoner - The Novice by Tarun Matharu- Adventure
Fletcher was a humble blacksmith's apprentice, when a chance encounter leads to the discovery that he has the ability
to summon demons from another world. Chased from his village for a crime he did not commit, he must travel with
his demon to the Vocans Academy, where the gifted are trained in the art of summoning. The academy will put
Fletcher through a gauntlet of gruelling lessons, training him as a battlemage to fight in the Hominum Empire's war
against the savage orcs.  Fletcher will find himself caught in the middle of powerful forces, with nothing but his demon
Ignatius to help him. As the pieces on the board manoeuvre for supremacy, Fletcher must decide where his loyalties
lie. The fate of an empire is in his hands ... First book in the series.

You are a Champion by Marcus Rashford - Non-Fiction 
Marcus Rashford MBE is famous worldwide for his skills both on and off the pitch – but before he was a Manchester
United and England footballer, and long before he started his inspiring campaign to end child food poverty, he was just
an ordinary kid from Wythenshawe, South Manchester. Now the nation's favourite footballer wants to show YOU how
to achieve your dreams, in this positive and inspiring guide for life. Written with journalist Carl Anka, You Are a
Champion is packed full of stories from Marcus’s own life, brilliant advice and top-tips from performance psychologist
Katie Warriner. It will show you how to be the very BEST that you can be.

Artichoke Hearts by  Sita Brahmachari - Life story - love, family, grief
Twelve-year-old Mira comes from a chaotic, artistic and outspoken family where it’s not always easy to be heard. As
her beloved Nana Josie's health declines, Mira begins to discover the secrets of those around her, and also starts to
keep some of her own. She is drawn to mysterious Jide, a boy who is clearly hiding a troubled past and has grown
hardened layers - like those of an artichoke – around his heart. As Mira is experiencing grief for the first time, she is
also discovering the wondrous and often mystical world around her.


